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Carew Academy’s Accessibility Statement and Accessibility Plan comply with the 

Equality Act 2010.  

 

Access to Premises and Facilities: 

 

Carew Academy is situated in Carew Manor, a 15th century building located in 

Beddington Park. The Manor House was rebuilt in its present form in about 1709 and 

boasts a Great Tudor Hall with a fine arch braced hammer beam roof. It is the only 

grade 1 listed building in the London Borough of Sutton.  

 

Whilst the scheduling of Carew Manor rightly ensures the preservation of this historic 

building for future generations to enjoy, it also provides the Academy Trust with 

some insurmountable challenges when trying to undertake measures to improve 

access for all i.e. installation of elevators or widening of doorways to provide 

wheelchair access. 

 

The Academy Trust take our responsibilities for providing universal access provision 

very seriously and adhere to the Equality Act accordingly. We strive to provide the 

highest levels of access to the whole site that we can, but in a number of areas, due 

to both the historic nature of the building and Health and Safety requirements, this is 

not currently possible. 

 

We have provision for wheelchair access at the rear of the building, which gives 

accessibility to the majority of the ground floor of the school. We have one disabled 

toilet on the ground floor of the building that is fully accessible to wheelchair users. 

We have also undertaken some major exterior surfacing works to our pathways and 

car parking areas to aide wheelchair mobility. Due to the age and composition of the 

main school building, there is no wheelchair access to either of the first floor 

classroom areas. 

 

The Academy Trust will continue to identify and plan for any and all improvements 

that will lead to the school becoming fully accessible in the future.   

 

Access to the Curriculum: 

 

The Academy strives to develop the full potential of everyone within its community 

and is able to provide a broad and wide ranging curriculum, adapted to meet the 

needs of individual pupils. We are also able to offer pupils other opportunities 



through life-skills based lessons, residential visits, work experience and access to 

therapies, including Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and 

Music and Drama Therapy. 

 

All pupils that come to Carew Academy will have had a comprehensive assessment 

of their needs, both prior joining and during their initial time here. This is our starting 

point for planning that will meet the specific requirements of the individual 

concerned. When planning, teachers set appropriate learning objectives and identify 

support mechanisms that aide students to break down barriers to learning. The 

Academy holds regular meetings, including annual reviews of statement (or EHCP) 

to ensure that each pupils’ individual pathway remains consistent to any changes to 

their needs. 

 

The Academy uses a wide range of strategies to support pupils including specialist 

support, e-learning technologies, therapies and extra-curricular activities. We also 

have strong links with external support agencies, which are regularly utilised for the 

added benefit of our students. 

 

Information on our full curriculum offer can be found on our website at 

www.carewacademy.org. 

 

Access to Information, Advice and Careers Guidance: 

 

Carew Academy’s website is maintained by Orchard Hill College Academy Trust and 

we endeavour to ensure that all information is current and accessible to pupils, 

parents/carers, staff and other stakeholders. We are currently awaiting updated 

accessibility settings to be added to the site, to enable changes in font size, 

greyscale and high contrast settings. We also have a “contact us” form on the 

website to enable parents and carers to directly contact the school on-line. 

 

All College documents are available on our website or from the main school office 

and can be provided in easy-read or large font upon request. We have an open door 

policy at the school and are always happy to support parents, carers and other 

stakeholders to access any information that they require. 

 

The Academy holds regular open evenings and parents/carers evenings throughout 

the year. Parents/carers can also contact the school and make an appointment to 

meet with a member of staff. The students all have home school diaries that enable 

regular contact between home and the teaching staff which are used very effectively 

on a day to day basis. 
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   Carew Academy Accessibility Action Plan 2015-2018 

 

  
Target Strategies Timescale Responsibilities Success Criteria 

To build community links 
with local schools to 
enable students to access 
alternative sports 
provision  

To contact local schools 
and identify provision 
that will enrich the 
curriculum already 
delivered within the 
Academy 

Commence April 2015 – 
ongoing. 

JP 
EM 
SW 

Students to be accessing 
additional facilities from 
September 2015 

To build community links 
with local schools to 
support students to 
access improved facilities 
to support curriculum 
areas such as Art 

To contact local schools 
and identify provision 
that can offer additional 
opportunities and allow 
students to access 
improved facilities 

Commence April 2015 - 
ongoing 

EM 
CW 

Students to be accessing 
additional facilities from 
September 2015 

To continue to develop 
new and improved 
resources that  increase 
students access to 
learning 

To further develop our 
links with the E-Learning 
team at OHC and to 
continue to research new 
technologies in support of 
our curriculum 

Commenced Sept 2015 - 
ongoing 

EM 
DT 
DS 
CS 

To see improved use of 
technology to support 
lessons across all 
curriculum areas.  

To improve accessibility 
to Carew Academy for all 
students, staff, 
parents/carers and other 
stakeholders 

To continue to research 
funding opportunities for 
improvements. To 
continue to identify other 
sites that may be suitable 
for relocation of the 
Academy. 

Commence Sept 2015 - 
ongoing 

TT 
CJ 
JP 
CA 

To relocate the Academy 
to a more suitable 
building,  that is more 
appropriate to the needs 
of our students 



 


